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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to an application for patent filed on 01/09/04. 
Claims 1- 79 are presented for examination. 

As per claim 1, Peled teaches a method, comprising: configuring a policy, said policy 
including a policy element, said policy applicable to a plurality of interface document 
types (par 0095; abstract); and comparing one of a plurality of interface documents of 
said plurality of interface document types to said policy (fig 1 1 and 13). 

As per claim 2, Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , comprising conforming said 
interface document to said policy (fig 1 1 and 13). 

As per claim 3, Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , wherein said configuring a policy 
comprises: creating a policy in a computing system; defining a policy element; providing 
configuration parameters for said policy element; and providing a policy definition, said 
definition including one or more policy elements (abstract; par 0135 and 0169). 

As per claim 4, Peled teaches a method of claim 3, comprising resolving conflicts 
between policy elements in a selected policy (fig 13-14). 

AS per claim 5, Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , wherein comparing said plurality of 
interface documents of said plurality of interface document types to said policy 
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comprises initiating an automated compliance test on said interface document (see fig 
11, 13-14). 

As per claim 6, Peled teaches a method of claim 1, wherein comparing said plurality of 
interface documents of said plurality of interface document types to said policy 
comprises: uploading an interface document; performing a compliance test on said 
interface document; and reporting said results of said compliance test (0198-0199). 

As per claim 7, Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises: raising an exception request to a policy 
element; if a policy element is not approved to be an exception, correcting said interface 
document; and if a policy element is approved to be an exception, granting 
conformance to said policy element (par 0193-0196). 

As per claim 8, Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises initiating a compliance test such that a pass 
or not pass result is determined, based on the information in said interface document 
and said policy element (0195-0196). 

As per claim 9, Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises: in the case where an interface document 
does not provide enough information to determine whether a said policy element is to 



Application/Control Number: 10/753,383 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2154 

be passed, checking whether said policy element provides a guided interaction process; 
and if said policy element does provide a guided interaction process, determining 
whether to pass the conformance of said interface document to said policy element in 
accordance with a response to said guided interaction process (par 0195-0196). 

As per claim 10, Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises reviewing said interface document for 
conformance to said policy element, by a user (par 01 93 and 01 95-01 96). 

As per claim 1 1 , Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises determining conformance based on a 
process selected from the group consisting of using information in said interface 
document and said policy element, using a guided interaction process, and reviewing 
said interface document for conformance to said policy element by a user (par 0193 and 
0195-0196). 

As per claim 12, Peled teaches a method of claim 2, wherein said conforming said 
interface document to said policy comprises determining conformance based on 
information in said interface document and said policy element, and based on a guided 
interaction process (fig 11 and 13-14; par 0193 and 0195-0196). 



As per claim 13, Peled teaches a method of claim 1, comprising: initiating an exception 
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request to said policy; distributing said exception request to a relevant user; performing 
an analysis on the impact of said exception request; and resolving said exception 
request by granting or not granting an approval (fig 11 and 13-14; par 0193-0196). 

As per claim 14, Peled teaches a method of claim 1, comprising providing a user with a 
list of potentially reusable interfaces components; analyzing potential reusability of 
interfaces components, based on a provided list and project information; and 
determining which interfaces components may be re-used (par 0193 and 0195-0196). 

As per claim 15, Peled teaches a method of claim 14, comprising executing a cost 
analysis associated with selected reusable interfaces components (par 0008; claim 
191). 

As per claim 16, Peled teaches a method of claim 14, comprising alerting relevant users 
of the assignment of reusability guidelines to an interface document (fig 15, element 
1560). 

As per claim 17, Peled teaches a method of claim 1, comprising: when a change in a 
policy element is made, testing whether said policy element change conflicts with other 
policy elements that are defined in a policy; and if there is a conflict, generating a 
conflict alert (fig 13-15). 



Application/Control Number: 10/753,383 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2154 

As per claim 18, Peled teaches a method of claim 17, comprising analyzing the impact 
of solving said conflict (par 01 93 and 01 95-01 96). 

As per claim 19, Peled teaches a method of claim 17, comprising: generating an impact 
analysis report comprising a description of an impact of a conflict on an interface 
document (par 01 93 and 01 95-01 96). 

As per claim 20, Peled teaches a method of claim 17, comprising, after a conflict has 
been resolved, applying said policy element change to a policy (fig 11, 13-14; par 01 93 
and 0195-0196). 

As per claim 21 , Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , comprising: accepting an 
escalation indication from a user; notifying relevant users about an escalation process 
being initiated for an interface document; and receiving a response from a relevant user 
escalating said response (par 01 93 and 0195-0196). 

As per claim 22, Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , comprising: selecting a policy to be 
assigned; assigning said policy to an interface document (par 0195). 

As per claim 23, Peled teaches a method of claim 22, comprising, where a plurality of 
policies are assigned to an interface document, determining if conflicts occur between 
policy elements of said plurality of policies (par 01 95 et seq). 



Application/Control Number: 10/753,383 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 7 



As per claim 24, Peled teaches a method of claim 22, comprising: alerting relevant 
users of said policy assignment; and negotiating said policy assignment between said 
relevant users (fig 13 and 15; par 0195-0196). 

As per claim 25, Peled teaches a method of claim 1 , comprising: defining global cost 
parameters for a set of interface documents; defining alerting rules associated with said 
global cost parameters; recording information relating to development of said interface 
documents; analyzing recorded information according to said global cost parameters; 
and generating alerts to relevant users, according to said information analysis (par 0008 
and 0135). 

Claims 26-79 explicitly or implicitly contain the same limitations as discussed in claims 
1-25 above. Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Frantz B. Jean/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



